FLAP USE IN STRONG WINDS

Flaps have the effect of increasing the camber of the wing. This allows the wing to produce more lift at a given airspeed and at a lower angle of attack (it also increases the drag the wing produces). Use of flaps is meant to allow the aircraft to fly at a slower speed and lower pitch attitude. In strong gusty winds this begins to work to your disadvantage however. Because of the strong wind, your ground speed is already reduced by the amount of headwind so touchdown speed is not a problem with less or zero flaps. with the flaps extended, a given amount of gust will have a greater effect on the lift of the aircraft causing it to balloon more and making it less stable on the runway after touchdown. Yes, in most aircraft you will have better aileron, rudder and elevator control with the flaps at a lower setting due to higher IAS and the effect of "blanking" the flaps may have on the empennage. 
In a crosswind this becomes more important as this increases control in the flare and after touchdown. This makes it easier to hold the nose aligned with the runway (more rudder authority) and keep the upwind wing down while flaring and after touching down. In strong crosswinds you want to hold these inputs and slow the aircraft while rolling on the upwind wheel, so you continue to fly the plane even after the first wheel is on the ground. Once you drop the other (downwind) wheel, the plane will try to weather vane into the wind, often beyond the ability of full rudder to correct, causing directional control problems and scrubbing the tires. Adding a little power can increase the flow over the rudder and help, but be careful not to overdo it. This technique is more effective with up than down, again because there is better airflow over the empennage. Also once on the ground, with flaps up the brakes are more effective due to more weight on the wheels.

I never was good at short answers!!!

